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INTRODUCTION. 


I 

A brief note on the origin of this Library and its development is given hereunder. 

From 1800 to 18c0 A.D. several manuscript collection like the Mackenzie Collection^ 
East India House Collection and Brown Collection were paid for by the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company, London, and transferred to their Madras agent for preservation. 

Colonel Colin Mackenzie came to India in 1782 as a Cadet of Engineers but Oriental 
Research became his hobby. From 1782 to 1818 he collected Manuscripts, Coins. Inscriptions, 
Maps and Plans bearing on Literature, Religion. History, Manners and Customs of the people 
of South India besides numerous additions from Ceylon and Java. 

About 1837 Mr. C- P- Brown of the Madras Civil Service found in the Indian House 
Library a collection of manuscripts in Tamil, Telugu and Kanarees Characters belonging to 
Dr. Leyden who was in India from 1803 to 1811. These were ultimately transferred to the 
College Library at Madras in 1847 along with Mackenzie’s Collections. 

Mr. Brown donated to the East India Company his own valuable collections of manuscripts 
which art* almost entirely in Telugu Character one half of the collection being in Sanskrit and 
the other half In Telugu. 

The manuscripts belonging to the three collections were transferred in 1869 tu the charge 
of Mr. Pickford, then Professor of Sanskrit in the Presidency College, Madras, who was directed 
to look after the manuscripts and to prepare a cat ale gue of them. In 1875 lie became the 
Curator of this Library. He was then called upon to prepare, for Publication, important 
literary and historical manuscripts ; and in 1876 in accordance with, the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India, lie was required to discover new manuscripts and to purchase them or acquire 
them by transcription. In pursuance of these orders many manuscripts have been acquired 
from time to time and added to the collections already in the Libraiy. 


From such small beginnings, the Library has now grown to its present dimension. The 
Library now possesses manuscripts and printed books in the several languages as detailed 
below ; — 


Language. 

English 


• * 

Manuscripts,. 


Printed books, 

4,621 

Tamil 


» • 

13,719 

• • 

3,175 

Sanskrit 


• * 

44,407 


5,064 

Telugu 

. . 

41 • 

1,985 

• • 

1,302 

Kannada 


• * 

247 

• * 

657 

Malayalam 

* m 

• • 

. . 

*-* 

401 

Marathi 


• -# 

922 


122 

Hindusthani 

• . 

•X# 

180 

m m 

420 

Arabic 


•rn.m 

405 

«s* 

64 

Persian 


« * 

1,355 

• • 

291 

Catalogues 



« • 

. . 

467 

Dictionaries 


• * 

• * 

m * 

102 


II 

Under the orders o£ the Government of Madras the Descriptive Catalogues of Islamic 
Manuscripts in this Library have been prepared and published in four volumes. In these 
catalogues the following information about each manuscript is given 

Number of pages and number of lines on a page. 

2. Condition of the manuscript. 

3 . Mode of writing. 

4. Subject matter* 
fi* Ext* nt, and 

6* Author* 



II 


Brief remarks about the contents of the manuscripts and extracts from their beginning and 
end are also given to facilitate the Scholars doing research work. In each Volume the manus- 
cripts in Urdu, Arabic and Persian are described in seperate sections and continuous numbers for 
each language have been given in all the four volumes. The total number of manuscripts thus 
described are 168 in Hindustani, 316 in Arabic and 1,083 in Persian. 

Under the scheme of the Government of India, Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural 
Affairs for the publication of rare manuscripts and catalogues, a catalogue of Persian and 
Arabic manuscripts was published in 1961 with extracts of beginning and end of some of the rare 
manuscripts included as an appendix as required by them. The entire cost of this publication 
was borne by the Government of India. This catalogue furnishes details of the subject, number, 
title, author, commentator, material, script, size, extent, condition and age and other particulars 
in regard to these manuscripts. As a suppliment to the same an Index showing the names of 
Authors and Commentators with serial number in the catalogue noted against each was also 
issued in 1961, 

The present Alphabetical Index of Islamic manuscripts has been prepared on the same model 
as for that of other languages with particulars regarding name of the work in language in which 
it is written (Hindusth&ni, Arabic or Persian) name of the same in English transliteration, name 
of the author, subject, extent and reference number. 


Goveesocesot OmmsTJUL Manuscripts 

li BRAKir, Madras, y P, THIRUGNAJSTASAMBANDHAN, 

Dated 2,1th July 1963. J In-charge of Curator 



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL 

MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY. 


Ill (a). Catalogues of Sanskrit Manuscripts. 

Descriptive catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in the Government 
Oriental Manuscripts Library. 


Descriptive catalogue 
numbers. 

Subject, 


Numbers. 


Vol. I, Part I 

Vedic Literature 

• » 

1 to 46 

• • 

Vol. I, Part II 

Do. 

• m 

47 to 245 

• « 

Vol. I, Part in 

Do. * * 

m • 

246 to 852 

» * 

Vol. n . . 

Do. 

• • 

853 to 1245 

* • 

Vol. Ill .. 

Grammar, Lexicography- 
Prosody. 

and 

1246 to 1805 

* • 

Vol. IV, Part I 

Itihasa and Purana 


1806 to 2337 

• » 

Vol. IV, Part II 

TJpapuranas and Sthalamahat- 

2338 to 2610 



my as. 




Vol. V .. 

Dhannasastra 

• • 

2611 to 3045 


Vol. VI . . 

Do. 

m 

3046 to 3427 

• • 

Vol. VII .. 

Do. 

• • 

3428 to 3872 

<* m 

Vol. VIII 

Arthasastra, Kama&astra 

and 

3873 to 4334 



Systems of Indian PMLosophy- 
Nyaya. 


Vol. IX . . 

* • 

Systems of Indian Philosophy- 
Vaisesika, Yoga, Mimamsa and 
Advaita Vedanta Philosophy. 

4336 to 4780 

" 

Vol. X . . 


Systems of Indian Philosophy- 
Dvaita, Visist advaita and 
Saiya Vedantas. 

4781 to 5122 

■ • 

Vol. XI . . 

» * 

Systems of Indian Philosophy . . 

5123 to 5558 

' 9 ♦ 

Vol. XII 

m 46 

Religion 

• • 

5559 to 6266 

» 41 

Vol. XIII 

• ♦ 

Do. . . 

. • 

6267 to 7006 


Vol. XIV 

♦ * 

Do. *. . * . 

• • 

7007 to 7729 


Vol- XV 

* m 

Do. * • . . 

• . 

7730 to 8165 


Vol. XVI 


Religion, Vraia and Puja 


8166 to 8780 

• * 

Vol. XVII 

m - 

Stotras-1 . . . . 

• • 

8781 to 9357 

* * 

Vol. XVIII 


Stotras-2, Pra&amsa Stotras 

• • 

9358 to 10540 

« * 

Vol. XIX 

+ * 

Do. 

• . 

10541 to 11450 


Vol. XX 

• . 

ILavyas . . . . 


11451 to 12143 


Vol. XXI 

#*# * 

Do . » 

. * \ 

12144 to 12783 


Vol. XXII 

• * 

Rhetoric and Poetics, Music 
and. Dancing and Silpa Sastra. 

12784 to 13068 


Vol. XXIII 

m ♦ , 

Medicine . . • . . 

, * ' 

13069 to 13381 


Vol. XXI V 

' ■ 

Jyoti$a ; .. .. 

. ♦ . ' 

13382 to 24076 


Vol. XXV 

m' m 

Supplemental 


14077 to 14560 


Vol. XXVI 


Do. ' > ' ; -, v > 

. ’*■* : 

14561 to 15000 ,i 

V : '; 'l t 

Voi. xxvn 

r • ' 

Do. . ' 

* • 

15001 to 15692 


VoLXxvm 

■ . 4 , ' ■?* »'•' / 

. Do. X ■ /* *• ,0-: •/ :‘-i 

« . 

15693 to 16200 


Vol. XXIX 

. V‘.' ( 

’ : J • ■ : .'t ;■ ; 


16201 to 1«700 


Vol. XXX 

1 * % /■ 

Do. Cr . . 


16701 to 17200 


Vol. XXXI 

; ' V ' *■ y ' i 


• • • 

17201 to 17700 


Vol. XXXII ■ ' 


r.’: -y X : 


17701 to 18200 


VdLXXXIII 

♦ W. m a 



18201 to 18700 


;v : V^ : ;2^XXlY; ; ;'. 


iy- Dfe vy Xy *yX/v. 


18701 to 19200 






19201 to 19700 

;• •; r / • Sc.- ' , •• ^ 



Year of 
publi- 
cation., 

1901 

1904 

1905 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 
1909 

1909 

1910 


1910 


1911 


1911 

1912 
1912 

1912 

1913 

1913 

1914 
1916 

1915 
1918 
1918 

1918 

1918 
1918 
1924 
1927 
1937 
1931 ; 
1942 ' 
1947 
: 1967 

-■ii 9&L. 

1981 
In the 



IV 


III (b). Catalogues of Sanskrit Manuscripts. 

Triennial Catalogues of Sanskrit Manuscripts. 


Triennial catalogue numbers. 

Vol. I, A (1911-13) 

Do. B Do. 

Do. C Do. 

Vol. II, A (1914-16) 

Dr>. B Do. 

Do. C Do. 

Vol. Ill A (191T-19) 

Do. B Do. 

Do. C Do. 

Vol. IV, A (1920-22) 

Do. B Do. 

Do. C Do. 

Vol. V, A (1923-25) 

Do. B Do. 

Do. C Do. 

Vol. VI, Part I (19?6— 28) . 
Vol. VII, Part I (1929-31) 
Vol. Vni, Part I (1931-34) 
Vol. IX (1934-87) 

Vol. X, A (1937-40) 

Do. B Do. 

Do. C Do. 

Vol. XI (1940-43) 

Vol. XII (1943-46) 


Jt. Numbers. 



Year of publication** 

1 to 342 

• • 

■ * 

1913 

343 to 573 

• . 

. . 

1913 

574 to 801 

. . 


1 913 

802 to 1329 

o . 

* . 

1917 

1330 to 1456 

. . 


1917 

1457 to 1943 

. . 

- . 

1917 

1943 to 2348 

• . 

. . 

1922 

2349 to 2679 

. . 


1922 

2680 to 2894 

. „ 

. * 

1922 

2895 to 3203 

. . 

. « 

1928 

3204 to 3634 

. . 

. . 

1928 

36 3» to 4155 

. . 


1928 

4156 to 4300 

* • 

, • 

1932 

4301 to 4415 

* „ 


1932 

4416 to 5041 


m m 

19S2 

5042 to 5380 

. . 

« r 

1935 

5381 to 5532 

• 

* • 

1937 

5533 to 5700 

. * 

• » 

1939 

5701 to 5996 

• . 


1943 

596V to 6496 

• • 

• m 

1950 

6497 to 7000 

• * 

* * 

1952 

7001 to 7496 

• - 

m . 

1958 

7497 to 7717 

. . 

• « 

1958 

7718 to 7844 

. . 

• - 

In the press. 


III (e). Alphabetical Indices. 

Alphabetical Index of Sanskrit, Manuscripts Part I. 

Do. Do. Part II. 

r>o. Do. Part III. 

Author Index of Sanskrit Manuscripts. 


DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF TAMIL MANUSCRIPTS. 

EH (d). Descriptive Catalogues. 


Volumo 

uaamber. 

Subject. 

I 

Mphahet-Purana, lexicography. Gram- 
mar and literature. 

II 

Itihasa and Pur&na, and Religion and 
Philosophy (V aisnavism ) . 

TII 

Religion and Philosophy (Sandsm)-I . . 

IV 

Religion and Philosophy (Saivism)-2. . . 

V 

Alchemy, Medicine, Magic witchcraft 
and Supplemental. 

VI 

Miscellaneous 

vn 

Manuscripts of Mackenzie Collection . . 

vm 

Vo. 

IX 

3>o. * 

X 

Do. 

XI 

*>o- 


Numbers. 


Year of 
publi- 
cation^ 

1 to 511 

— 

1912 

512 to 1122 


1916 

1123 to 1620 


1927 

1621 to 1867 


1937 

1868 to 217* 


193# 

2174 to 2725 

m m 

1948 

2726 to 2949 

m*m 

1948 

2950 to 3169 

IS 

1953 

3170 to 3377 

4T «* 

1954 

3378 to 3635 

mm 

1955 

3636 to 4065 

m * 

I960 



V 


m (e) Triennial Catalogue of Tamil Manuscripts. 

Triennial 


^Catalogue 

numbers. 

Vol. I, 1910-13 



ISm inhere. 

1 to 114 



Year of 
publication. 

1913 

Vol . II, 

1914—16 



115 to 310 



1917 

Vol. Ill, 

1917-19 



311 to 409 



1923 

Vol. IV, 

1920-22 


• , 

410 to 535 



1930 

Vol. V, 

1923-25 



536 to 859 



1936 

Vol. VI, 

1926-28 



860 to 952 



1937 

Vol. VII, 

1929-34 



953 to 1055 



1939 

Vol. VIII, 

1935-43 



1056 to 1473 



1949 

Vol. IX, 

1944-47 



1174 to 1605 



1949 

Vol. X, 

1947-50 



1606 to 2337 



1960 

Vol. XI, 

1950-52 



2338 to 4404 

# • 


1961 

Voi. xn. 

1953-56 



4405 to 5994 



1961 

Vol. XIII, 

1956-59 



5995 to 7362 

• * 


1961 


III (£) Alphabetical Indices. 

Alphabetical Index of Tamil Manuscripts Vol. I. 

Do. I>o. Vol. II. 

Do. Local Records Vol. III. 

Author Index of Tamil Manuscripts. 




VI 


III (i) Alphabetical Index. 

Alphabetical Index of Telugu Manu scripts ; 

III (3) Descriptive Catalogue of Malayalam Manuscripts. 


Volum* 

number. Subject, 


lumbers. 


STear of 
publi- 
cation. 


Vol. I 
Vol. II 


Miscellaneous 

Do; 


1 to 351 
352 to 368 


1940 

1950 


Triennial 

Catalogue 

Xurnbers. 

Vol. I 


III (k) Triennial Catalogue of Malayalam Manuscripts. 

JSTumbers. 


Miscellaneous 


1 to 215 


Year of 
publi- 
cation* 

1959 


III (1) Alphabetical Index. 

Ax Alphabetical Index op Malayalam Manuscripts. 

in (m) Descriptive Catalogue of Kannada Manuscripts. 


Volume 

Numbers. 


Subject. 

Number. 

Year of 
publi- 
cation. 

Vol. I 

« * 

Grammar, Lexicography, Prosody, 
Itihasa and Pur an as. 

1 to 138 

1934 

Vol. II 

* * 

Itihasa and Puranas (Continued) 

139 to 31T 

1937 

Vol. Ill 

• » 

Religion Agamas 

318 to 476 

1939 

Vol. IV 

It • 

Religion, Virasaiva and Christianity 

477 to 825 

1946 

Vol. V 

• * 

Religion and Kavyas 

826 to 1038 

1951 

Vol. VI 

m m 

Kavyas 

1039 to 1261 

1952 

voi. vn 

m m 

Music, Cookery and Medicine 

1262 to 1405 

1958 


Ill (n) Alphabetical Indices. 

Ati alphabetical index of Kanarese Manuscripts 1929. 

Alphabetical index of Kannada Manuscripts * Mackenzie Collection ’. 


Ill (o) Descriptive Catalogue of Marathi Manuscripts. 

1953 
1958 


Vol. I . . Miscellaneous ... . . 1—308 

Vol. II . . Do* . . . . 309-444 


III (p) Descriptive Catalogue of manuscripts in 
Persian, Arabic and Hindustani. 


Vol. I 

• * 

Hindustani and 
Arabic 

m m 

* » 

* • 

• * 

1-1 97 

1939 



Persian* 

♦ 


1-536 J 

Vol. II 


Hindustani 

• * 


37-1021 




Arabic 

• * 

♦ m 

198-218 y 

1950 



Persian. 

m 

m a 

537-687J 

Vol. m 

T1 .„ 

Hindustani 

♦ «► 

m ♦ 

103-1501 




Arabic 

♦ • 

« * 

219-289 y 

1954 



Persian- 

• * 


688-821 J 

Vol- IV 

»*• 

Hidustani 

• m 

« * 

151-1681 




Arabi 

* * 


290-316 V 

1961 



Persian- 

• * 


822-1083 J 


A Catalogue of Persian and Arabic Manuscripts 



961. 
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